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WHY CONSERVATION LANDSCAPES?

OUR NATURAL RESOURCES, LANDSCAPES AND
COMMUNITIES STAND PERILOUSLY CLOSE TO
PERMANENT ALTERATION.

DCNR believes that an integrated, place-based approach to
coordinated strategic investment and action in large
landscapes, around the values of sustainability, conservation,
outdoor recreation, and community revitalization can
profoundly affect local communities and help protect
important natural assets.




SUSQUEHANNA RIVERLANDS CONSERVATION LANDSCAPE |
MISSION: %

To protect, preserve, and steward the natural lands along the Lower
Susquehanna River, emphasizing connectivity, eco-system health, and
sustainable public access.
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Susquehanna Riverlands Conservation Landscape
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Celebrating

20

YEARS

Providing wild and forested lands
and clean waterways for our
community, forever.



At VRS e ¥ :E-' Vs

~ Lancaster Conservancy protects within &
two counties...

-
-

w

‘ 90 NATURE PRESERVES

View from Urey Overlook to the Riverhills of Lancaster | Photo by Toby Richards



PROTECT

ACQUIRE AND PROTECT 9,000 ACRES
Protecting our Land, Forever

> Some lands are éo beautiful, so rare, and so
natural that they must be protected for all
to enjoy.




Reist Nature Preserve | Photo by Jenn Teson



RESTORE

7.600+ ACRES TO STEWARD

Restore Our Land!

> Our job does not-end once the land is
purchased. When we protect land, we must
care for it forever.




RESTORE

RESTORATION & e
RECREATION o A\
Hellam Hills Master Plan A e *i
2 In 2021, the Conservancy a j‘:g.;

embarked on a largescale
master planning project for the
Hellam Hills Conservation Area.
Strategic recommendations that
can be implemented in phases
over many years have been made
for how to best manage habitat
restoration, recreation and
engagement.

Volunteers at Wizard Ranch Nature Preserve | Photo by Greg Smolin



EDUCATE

EDUCATE OVER 10,000 STUDENTS, VOLUNTEERS & |
COMMUNITY MEMBERS EACH YEAR

Promote Conservation through Interpretive Programming

> Our goal is to foster an education environment
that immerses and empowers generations of
learners to protect and restore our land and
water resources.




Michelle Johnsen | ¢




Conservancy Protect Lands
in the Susquehanna Riverlands

FAST FACTS

» Formed in 2010

» The Conservancy

owned 1,500 acres in
the Riverlands in 2010

» Today, the
Conservancy has
helped acquire and
protect over 6,200
acres in the
Riverlands!

» Protected Land Value:
$37.2 Million

» DCNR Funds Invested:
$20.2 Million

Lancaster







Where is the land that is available & at risk in

the municipalities along the River?
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HELLAM HILLS

CONSERVATION AREAS
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Data Based
Decisions

Y This digital dashboard of the
Lancaster York Natural Area
Scoring Data System helps the
Conservancy team quickly identify
high quality tracts of land to
prioritize for acquisition and
permanent protection.
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The Conservancy developed a science based system that uses data from local, state
and federal sources to identify which critical tracts will provide the greatest public
and environmental benefit.



AT oF Lancasier » streams and rivers are
poliuted. The good ner < help solve this
problem’ As 3 coen-










| Photo by NiekGould






PARTNERS IN THE
SUSQUEHANNA RIVERLANDS




NEW STATE PARK ANNOUNCEMENT
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Codorus Creek Gorge through New Hellam Hills Addition | Photo by Andrea Campbell
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" Hellam Hills Nature Photo by Toby Richards
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DCNR & the Conservancy

INTEGRATED PLANNING for public landowners including
Utilities, State Parks, Land Trusts, Trail Groups and State
Agencies, Fish and Boat, PA Game Commission and others.
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ﬁ Yy Wizard Ranch Nature Preserve | Photo by Christian Przybylek



WORKING TOGETHER

HELLAM HILLS MASTER PLAN
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